University of Dayton

eCommons
News Releases

Marketing and Communications

4-28-1994

Parents, Students, Teachers Grade Catholic Schools
High, Survey Shows

Follow this and additional works at: https://ecommons.udayton.edu/news_rls
Recommended Citation
"Parents, Students, Teachers Grade Catholic Schools High, Survey Shows" (1994). News Releases. 7918.
https://ecommons.udayton.edu/news_rls/7918

This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Marketing and Communications at eCommons. It has been accepted for inclusion
in News Releases by an authorized administrator of eCommons. For more information, please contact frice1@udayton.edu,
mschlangen1@udayton.edu.

The University of Dayton

News Release
April 28, 1994.
Contact: Teri Rizvi

PARENTS, STUDENTS, TEACHERS
GRADE CATHOLIC SCHOOLS HIGH, SURVEY SHOWS
DAYTON,. Ohio-- Nearly nine out of 10 parents who send their children to Catholic
elementary and secondary schools say the teaching of morality and values influenced their
decision, according to a five-year study by the University of Dayton that gauged attitudes of
parents, students and teachers.
Teachers in Catholic schools give them their highest marks in academic quality.
Among the study's most surprising results: most students rated their teachers and the
curriculum higher than athletic and social programs, and religion, contrary to popular belief,
is important to them, according to Don Frericks, assistant dean in UD's School of Education
and director of the Office of Educational Services.
"We've disproved the notion that kids are not concerned about academic quality in
their schools," said Frericks, who co-authored the study with Sister Mary Jo D'Amico,
adjunct professor of education. "When the students wrote about what they appreciated about
their schools, they wrote about school spirit/family atmosphere most often, competent teachers
second and athletics a distant third. When they evaluated the effectiveness of their schools,
they ranked what they learned and the school's educational programs higher than athletic
programs."
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The study, according to Frericks, "refutes the perception" that parents only send their
children to Catholic schools for either athletics or academics. "Parents are concerned about
quality, but they also want a value-laden education. That's why Catholic schools are doing
well."
Statistics released this month from the National Catholic Educational Association
-over-

OFFICE OF PUBLIC RELATIONS
300 College Park Dayton, Ohio 45469-1679 (513) 229-3241 FAX: (513) 229-3063

support that. For the second straight year, enrollment in Catholic schools nationwide has
increased. More than 9,000 additional students entered Catholic schools during the 1993-94
school year, according to the NCEA. Nationally, 2.6 million students attend Catholic schools.
That figure has remained steady for the past six years.
The student and teacher attitude portions of the University of Dayton study are published
in the March and April issues of Today' s Catholic Teacher. The parent attitude portion will
appear in two issues in the fall.
"Parents are exceedingly positive, just ecstatic about Catholic schools," Frericks said.
"They see them creating a perfect tie between academic excellence and religious values.
We've established that it's religious values they're most concerned about."
The surveys were conducted between 1988-1993 in Catholic urban and rural
elementary and secondary schools in California, Iowa and Ohio. In all, 13,603 students,
parents and teachers responded to the written surveys.
-30For interviews, contact Donald Frericks at (513) 229-3146. For a copy of the articles from
Today' s Catholic Teacher, contact Teri Rizvi at (513) 229-3241.

